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HE ſituation the Apoſtles w 
when the Contents of this and of 9 
the two following Chapters were 1 
addreſs d to them, muſt on 1 many _ F 
T———— accounts have been exqui 
painful; every Circumſtance of Diſtreſs: 5 
can well be ſuppos'd to enter 
eonſummate Affliction, attending their & Cuaſe at; 


| this mournful juncture. Within the f 4 ; 


few Hours, they were to dooſe;that- XD. | 
and Friend, for whom they had Wrfzken all "i 


die bad in the Wotd; they Were ch , 
rated from one who tenderly. loyed them 1 
; for whom they had juſtly conceived the higheſt 7 


| affection; from one whoſe Power had hid 
| protected them ; from the-infuits. of the ſup 
| itious multitudè, & the ſeverity of - their" ins? 
ecnſed Governours: whoſe Hidom had, been 25 
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the Cauſe of Truth, & whoſe Incimate Prind I 
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and excellent a Perfon , to . e taken hom chan 
in the common Courſe of Nature, for that in 
all probability would have greatly moderated 


their concern, but He was to be torn from CS 


them by the Hand of Violence, and to be put 
to Death with all poſſible Circumſtances of 

1 /infary and outrage, as tho' he had been one of 

. the vileſt & moſt criminal of Men. 
Tux near Proſpect of ſuch melancholy E- 
vents as theſe, would neceſſarily fill them with 

| gren Anguiſh, from what they felt on his ac- 

- count, and likewiſe from what they feared on 

. - kecount of themſelves, for greatly as they lov- 


ba they mould have extinguiſh'd the worx- 
ings of a decent e Lobe, and have become 
* " abſolutely indifferent to their own ſafety. They _ 
* Had all che Reaſon in the world to fear, leſt 
.. the. Lame unrighteous/Power that cruſhed their 
| ent, benevolent Maſter, would, as ſoon 
be was removed, be levelled againſt them- 
| fe in all its everity. Or ſuppoſing they 
E599 hope to elude this, by taking Refuge in 
the ſilence of their former obſeurity, yet even 
8 kdben, „ che Diſappointment of their oy 25 . 
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ed their Lord , it was neither necgſſary nor 
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g of Hheng Urridhe. as "ay — Follaifery an” 
an Impoſtor, were n ol ſevere 
mortification. 
' AmipsrT this ſcene. of — Dr i 
treſs, our Bleſſed Lord appears with a Majeſty: . 
and greatneſs of mind peculiar to himſelf; - 
as he was foretold under the Character of one, 
who among all his other Offices was td bind une —_ 
the broken hearted , he moſt remarkably & lit- i 
. terally fulfilled the prediction in this particular 
Caſe. He ſeems to have forgot his own per- 
ſonal ſorrows that he might feel more ſen- _ = 
ſibly for them, and ſets himſelf to adminiſter 2 [ 
Conſolation to their minds, in all reſpects ad- | 
equate to the occaſion that demanded "% and 
this he does by a variety of ſtriking argu- 2 = 
ments, in which he mingles all the Digniy 
Reaſon With all; the tenderneſs of F riend--- T 
hip. Were, they filled with terrour from 2 42 
| painful apprehenſion of their own Danger? he © 
Aer bre to Book $6 1 on | tak, 
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5 ty of the: Fathe, FA of Pa + Dt mot: 5 5 he 4 
Hearts be troubled : ye believe in God, belies a 
In me. + He tells them it was abſolutely ner. 4 
2 in ordes e Rees conſummate. Happy: ” 
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they 10 9 esd 2 dle 4 
be was leaving this world to prepare a man- 
ſion for them in his Father's Hoyſe , whithes | 
he was: going, and that he t certainly 
tome again & receive them to himſelf. He like - 
wiſe aſſures them they ſhould ſee him again , 
 .(thferring probably to his intended appearance 
ti them after his Reſurrection) and that after 
be Was aſcended into heaven, he would retain 
- a moſt gracious Remembrance of them, ant 

would ſend the Comforter, even the Holy. Ghoſt, 
dub 1would lead them into all Truth, and amply 
np the want of bis perſonal Inſtructions. 
Or kindly ſuppoſing, that, from an affection- 
te: Regard to himfelf , they were principally 
grie ved on account of his Departure, and thoſo 
extreme /ſuffetings he was ſoon to endure ; 
he endeavours to divert this flow of their af. 
fection into a happier Channel, by obſerving : 
bar the moſt proper and acceptable exp reſſion 
of it was to rejoyce , intimating that he was ſoon 
to receive the compleat Reward of his obedi- 
{mor Se Death, in his exaltation to all the glo- 
| vies'of his Mediatorial Kingdom. Fe have heard \ 
3 I ſaid. unto you, I go ny, and come a. 
ehen. If ye loved me, ye would. rejoycey 1 
Fecatſe L. ſaid, 1 go unto the Father. EAU 7 
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fame dbb Addreſſed: to Why Bee by n 
departing Lord, and as Comprehending his , 
Death, his Reſurrection , his Aſcenſion, his Yao” 
terceſſion in the heavenly world, and in ſhort; 
the whole ſcheme of Redemption; methinks we 
may likewiſe conſider them, as a Noble ſource 
of conſolation, when any of our pious Friends 
with whom we were moſt intimately connected, 
when thoſe who dearly loved us, and who on 
account of their many aimiable qualities were 
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juſtly beloved by us, are removed out of this A 


world into another. In ſuch a Caſe; Death 
wears a double ſolemnity ; a we AS deeply 


wounded in a very tender Part; and there is 4 


decent ſorrow which well becomes us, that 
while it does honour to the memory of the 
deceaſed, adminiſters conſiderable 'eaſe to our 
own minds. But, Alas! ſuch is the frailty and 
imperfection of our nature, that when unden 
ſuch painful Diſpenſations of Providence, in- 
ſtead of attending to the Dictates of Regſon 
and Religion, we are apt to liſten too much 1 2 
the voice of Paſſion, which by falſifying t 1 
object aggravates our Affliction, and cauſes | 1 


that ſorrow, which within certain limits was 


commendable and uſeful, to degenerate ins 


to. an Exceſs that is unbecoming and hurtful} Þ 


„ Our Tears (we ſay) are a juſt tribute to; 
r value, we weep becauſe 
* them, and our 1 muſt needs 
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Abe, great,. ee our r Aﬀettion oh - Ty ne. - 5 
PP. W 0 our misfortune is, that not eis Ap 

attending to thoſe redforable limits with which 
dur Sorrow ; ought to be circumſcribed , we 


| 3 throw the reins looſe as it were on the neck 
= - of our Paſſions , which ſoon hurry us into 


5 Lengths that are extravagant. In the midſt of 
dur Tumultuous ſorrows, when exercis'd with 
4 any, ſuch painful ſtroak of Providence, let us 
” Liſten to the gentle voice of our Redeemer in 
this Paſſage, that they may not rife to ſuch a 
.B beight as would diſhonour his Religion, and 
too much diſeompoſe ourſelves. Here we have 


b 1 an excellent Lenitive to ſooth our. Anguiſn, 
for if they who are removed were his faithful 


L Diſciples, if for them to five was Chriſt, to die 
will be gain , becauſe (as will be ſnewn 


BF more fully in the proceſs of this Diſcourſe) 
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ey are gone to the Father as well as He. What- 
þ undertook or ſuffer'd , Was not ſo 
RR much on his own aceount, as of Foot! the ſake of 


g his People, and therefore to all of this divine 


13 theſe words in the Text, as well as 
many other Paſſages in the facred writings, 
* Which in their Primary ſenſe are ſtrictly ap- 
LS to our Lord himſelf, may in a e 

ane. without bn torture of e po : 
2 % 8 BED © "4 2 8 


7 en * Menn 


9 - (puts ſerves to ſhew how: properly we may” 
13 5 = them as furniſhing ſuitable*matter for 4 
NF Funeral Diſcourſe, and eſpecially when thoſe 
of diſtinguiſt'd goodneſs, who fill'd an eminent 
and honourable ſphere of Action, are taken 
away: conſidering them in this view, 1 ſhall in | 
"PEN e on n obſerve , l 
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1 Some Restrictions with which hey ought = 
- "to be kenn: | 
Il. What a noble Foundation they afford 
+ not only of Comfort, but even of Foy, i 
under every ſueh ee . 
tion: and then, * | 
III. Will conſider what prafticat Improves! = 
ment we may derive from them in tho 
e e Caſe. FE a Y i 5 : 1885 Te: 0 Ss 9 
EY, Let! us end a 1 lte to thoſe Reftridtions” = 
with which it is proper theſe words ſhould be* 
underſtood. Were we to take them without” | 2 
any qualifying ſappoſition, they would enforce. 
too harſh a Reſtraint on the innocent Die 
tates of our Nature , and ſtand in direct opyied > 
ſition to many other Paſſages of Scripture; ande 
particulary to that very remarkable one, *imi | 
which the Apoſtle. repreſents it as Our Duty o 


cultivate 4 . W Temper, 
en 
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a * 1 ies us to aw „ e 
tat . We cannot then e, ſuy- 
eee That W are e to e thei 3 * 
5 Fro: relentings of humanity ', under ſuch a. 
painful trial as that of the/loſs of our moſt va- 
'  Inable Friends. Our Lord does not deſign” to 
blame his Diſciples for expreſſing ſome Re- 
| TuGtance at the Apprehenſion of his being 
taken from them; all chat he intends ,is to give 
their ſorrow a ſeaſonable check, & prevent 
Ats running to exceſs. The words do by no 
means inculcate a Stoical Apathy; that would |. 
be a Thing almoſt impoſſible to effect, or ſup- 
poſing it could be accompliſh'd, would anſwer 
| noiyaluable end; it would contradict the ge- 
ius of Chriſtianity which conſiders us as frail 
= Creatures, and is not intended to roos out, but 
to andi and moderate our Paſſions. It would 
lte wiſe be diametrically oppoſite to the condut- - I * 
of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, who was-ſo com- 
* pleat'a Pattern of all virtues. Tho' his Paſſions: 
5 were the beſt regulated in the world, yet he: 
e not ſeruple to give way to an innocent 
1 of Nature on many occaſions, and. 


r e . ea. 


8 3 in the Caſe of his Friend Lazarus, 
: >» whoſ en he wn. A 8 
LY 1 "Mg : 
1 eke, XI. 45. {Oe e nad 
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Ax Faw . wewer⸗ a pee en 2 
fbility of Temper may be ridiculed by ſome; 
| as a mark of Folly and weakneſs, yet they ars 
certainly ill Judges of human Nature, who fix | 
ſo unjuſt a brand upon it, it being one of the 
trueſt ſigus of a generous mind, and what the 
moſt- admir'd writers of Antiquity , whether 

Philoſophers or Poets, have allways interwo- 

ven in the Characters of their moſt finiſh'd He- 

roes. To be decently moved when there is a . WM 

Joſt occaſion. for it, is, generally ſpeaking ;*'s MM 
proof of an elevated underſtanding ,- of a Heart 

formed to entertain the moſt exalted Sent» 
ments of Friendſhip: whereas a rugged inflgxi il 

biliiy of mind, betrays a ſad want of Bengwes. 
lence ,-and is a fign of a very indifferent De... 

' Poſition, not to ſay a very bad one, If then 4 

decent ſenſibility -be ſo conſonant to the do. 

ates of human nature when moſt perfect (as is 
tainly muſt be when our Lord himfelf was 
an inſtance of it) we cannot "reaſonably . 
poſe that theſe words Fe ie; We miſe 


: 1 conclude , [C:.9 224 M 
2. That they are only. iitered: to ee 


5 duch a. ſorrow as is irrati 1 wee s 

RR exceſſive i in its degree. ; . a * 1 20 Che Pf x" 5 1 
Tux Religion is no more an enen to th * 1 
* Aﬀeions ren _— oF; Faith 
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u be ſuffer'd to reftrain it within its proper li- 
mits,, it permits us to mourn our loſſes as 
Vun, but at the ſame time it commands us o 
| wweep as tbo' we _ t 
| 8 Chr iſtians. | | 
Ap indeed if we 1 aonlittr the mas. 
ny pernicious Effects that would naturally lo 


From a boundleſs indulgence of our ſorrows , | | 
we muſt be convinced, that it is really in wis- 


dom and kindneſs that God has appointed cer- 
” tain Reſtraints, by which he has in effect ſaid 


to our agitated Paſſions, Hithergo ſhall ye come, 
and no further, Were we permitted to give 
Way to an Intemperance of Grief , whenever 
dur ./preading- Gourds were blaſted, it would 
be highly pernicious to us in many Reſpects,, 
dd for both worlds: we ſhould faint under the 
WM 'Chaſtiſements of Providence, and ſuffer all tze 
Fare of the Rod, without reaping any benefit. 
it would, for inſtance, impair our Health, * 
3 and weaken our Conſtitutions ; would make us 
overlook our Mercies, and deſtroy our reliſh 
per the enjoyment of Life: it would inevitably 


ad ſuch an habitual gloom over our minds, 


5 _ eg diſturb 1 in their ordi- 8 
— RET 5 * thow bi, 


i hi der the is ane of God, pros ; N | 


, becauſe we are 


x 
1 
_ 
'Y 
FF. 
I 
« 
4 
L 
4 
* —ꝓ 
F 
4 
»4 


© 1 


* * 
r : 7 nn Wo 2 % 
0 WR Y 5 * 
| | Toe '1 Our Ne) at ZONFFOrar 
9s I F 


2 cooks Plbplexitles; 5 wolll i not « has Weaen; 
but almoſt totally deſtroy our Faith in thoſe 
Precious Promiſes that are deſigned for our en 
courage ment and ſupport. Reaſonand Faith thus 
thrown into ſuch a perplexed diſorder d State, 
inſtead of tracing oat the Hand of Provi- 
dence. in our ſufferings , and calmly enquiring BK 
for what Cauſe or for whilſt end the ſcourge 
was laid upon us, we ſhould be tempted to 
entertain high opinions of our ſelves, and hard 
notions of God, and ſo commence a Rebellion 
againſt his righteous and wiſe Diſpoſals. Thus 
leading us on from bad to worſe, this train of 
malignant evils would at length naturally ter- 
- minate in Stupidity and bardneſs of Heart, enti- 
rely unfitting us for Diſchargin g the Duties of IM 
our ſeveral Stations, in a regular, uſeful, ank 
© acceptable manner. Were things once come 
to this wretched Paſs, our Afflictions would 
de allways grievous, their Load would be en- 
creaſed while our Capacity to bear it wauld 2 
be lefſened; and thus inſtead of producing, the 
 , peaceable fruits of Righteousneſt ;, L . 
8 bring _ Fruit unto . 5 


Ir is therefore in great kindneſs to us, , ae 4 
God has prohibited ſuch an Indulgence of bi 
_ ſorrows. under any Calamity , as is irrationa 4 
and exceſſive, for it could not poſlibly do us 
©. ed and would certainly do us 1 


vour, in en divine Grace, to com- 
v with this Prohibition, let our Afflictions be 
ever ſo gloomy, we ſhall be ready to conſider 
"| their bright as well as their dark ſide, to diſ- 
-ecrn and to be thankful for the many Mercies 
tied with them, to repoſe our ſelves, upon 
z God by the exercife of a Lively Faith in his 
| ' goodneſs and wiſdom, his Power and Promiſes 
and in conſequence of all, this, be diſpos'd to 
: mbibe, and Practice all tl oſe valuable leſſons; 
Which Aflictions, ben. Sanctiſied, are . 
| ited to teach bs. , „„ „ 
Ap indeed there 8.0 Affliction ean befall 
us, that of the Deaths of our deareſt moſt 
| Valuable Friends not excepted, under which | 
chere is not much occaſion for thankfulneſs, as 
well as ſome Cauſe for Lamentation.. Undes F 
ſuch a Stroak, we have Reaſon to ſorrow for 
ourſelves, to mourn the Loſs the Church and 
: world has ſuſtained, in being deprived of ex- 1 
cellent Inſtructions, or good Examples, and if 
J 7 "Brooms were able Miniſters , of Both. When the, 
i b | wenerable and wiſe, the learned and Pious , fall 
F under the common ſtroak of mortality, it is 
3 dot juſt chat we ſhould lay it to heart, ſo far 
we and the Publick are ſufferers by it, but 
* far as it immediately affects them, if W- | 
_ boyed them with a wiſe and rational affecs _ 
5 we da 3 -abundant, cy, 
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"ah What 2 noble ſource of divine contolte 
You is contained in theſe words, and 4 
great joy as well as Comfort may be derived 
from them, when any of our Religious Friends, | 
and more eſpecially when Heb Lad are * 
taken out of the world, 


Wu Ar can Be more admi a7 haapeett x o 
promote this End, than to have as full an 
Evidence as the matter will bear, that They 
are gone to the Father ,as ſurely as Chriſt went? 
for tho' He was the Son of God in a- ſenſe pe 

_ culiay to himſelf, being an Eternal Emanation, 
© a neceſſary efflux of the Deity , yet there is 4 
very exalted ſenſe in which all his faithful Di 
_ Ciples have a right to this Hongfable-FTidle: 3 
God is a Father to them in 4 Höre peculiat 
i manner than he is to the reſt of his Creatures; 
their Father in the bonds of a gracious = 
© nant, and in conſequence of his juſtifying, a+ 
” dopting and ſanctifying Grace. Our bleſſed | 
Lord himſelf leads us to conſider him as ſtands 
_* Ing in this Relation to his People, as well as 
to himſelf, when he fays to Mary Magdalen, 
80 to my Brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcent . 
unto my Father, and Your Father ,"and 10+ 
. and Your God *; 3 Intiqnating chat he was 
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Vi be my Sour and Det Hud the Lond 
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Now When. God 8 publickiy. FLOWS 


= Bard thro” Life, and that too. in many inſtances 


Wo 


- moſt endeared Friends bake yeild them no man- 


© dation.to- hope, that whenever he calls them, 
away from this world, „b he will confer, ſuch 
- diſtinguiſhing Honours upomthem in the next, 

as will be in all keſpects 5 to thoſe 
' ſublime expectations which ſuch a Relation nas 
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der themſelves es in the light of. Serapgers” a1 7 
J Plprims on Earth, and as a conſequencę of 
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I% e LEY an heavenly , God. 47 not aſhamed + 60 be 
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eng 3 7 nd i from h ee, we may 

9 lore conclude, that there is a very glo- 
rious meaning in that gracious SANE | > 
the . I Cor. V 18. quotes from Fer. 
'XXXT. 1. I wii be a Fatbef unte Foy, and Ye 


| i 5 | this gracious Relation to them, they have good 
= ground, not ommy to expect His petuliar bleſ-. 


bete all the tenderneſs : and Ability c of their . 
+a of Aſſiſtance ,-but likewiſe a glorious Foun- 1 


. rally raiſes. Having been accuſtom'd to Con. | 


this 5 having allways deſired a better cr 5 


a If we really loved our Pious depart-' a 
ed Friends, ought to transform the views of 
Death, and render that Enemy of nature 
ſs formidable in our apprehenſions. It opens 


up a very glorious Profpect to the Eye of 3 


our Faith, at the fime Time that it ſhews us 


how vaſtly: preferable dur bleſſed Maſter is, . 3 
all the moſt celebrated Teachers of Antiquit )). 
The moſt àdmir'd among them frequently ſeem, + 
' doubtful concerning a future State, and there: 
fore wanted one conſiderable motive to en- 
forte the great Duty of Reſignation. What the” 
H$toics ineulcated under that ſpecious name," 


had little: eee in human 1 


TT 


other ſects, amounted to little, if any thing, 8 


| office 5 who kt 
that not only tends to render Death roſęruble, 


ing of ſuch a ProduRion.: | 


TuERE is much more implyd 08 erprz No 5 3 


hi this remarkable Paſſage , which points our 
not merely ane, but many ſources of divine Con- 15 


h to us: for Sn they. 80 ae . 7 5 2 
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and what: was eee wa = many of as a - 


[ more than'a ſullen ſubmiſſion. But in Cunrs N | I 
we have a Maſter every way equal to his get 
Aches us a divine Philofophy,, 7255 — 


but inſtructs us how to derive ſome of our moſt 11 
ſubſtantial Comforts, from that, which in the — 
views of unaſſiſted nature, ſeems EU Prog „„ 


hy 


ena ow e een 9 ſenſe as ' moſt 
ſtrongly affect us with complacency. and gi 
— 850 they ſtile it {4s for Inſtance „ Crown, FR 


3 fag to Lu aan 


. , 


bal apoight of ( 


Ih with the luſtre and oppreſſed with the weight 


of the ſubject; whereas our Bleſſed Lord, with 


2 Dignity and Eaſe peculiar to himſelf, ſtiles it 


in this hapter „ his Father's Houſe ; and ſpeaks 
ok it (as an eminent writer“ elegantly. obſer- 


ves) with much ſuch a familiar caſe. and ſree- of 
dim as a Prince, who had been educated in a 
+ ſplendid Court, would ſpeak with the utmoſt 
= caſe of many magnificent Things, at the ſixdengt I 
view of which a Peaſant would be ſwallowed} 
up in Aſtoniſnment, and would find himſelf 


ently embaraſſed in an attempt to explain 


them to his equals at Home. In a word, their 
© going to the * eg ee, the higheſt Digni- 


© Pero _ Human. 
ar 
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* ' Happioets, 


pon one ps pF, wad 
1 Jo" Pence; 4 9 3 . ſaered Penmen, un- 
der all the advantages of a Peculiar Inſpira- 
tion, ſeem to labour for expreſſions by which 
to N it in 2 a ſtriking manner. en ſpeak 
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+ | | capable of attaining. - 
; they left a wide Breach thro* which a torrent 
of innumerable evils ruſh'd- in on the Creation; 


Our Paſſage thro' this Life may be juſtly com- 


run with weeds, or perplexed which briars, 


Many and painful are the wounds we receive 
from external Cauſes , ſuch as the Frowns of 
Rs: „the Aſſaults of avowed Enemies, 


ral reſult of our Mortality. What a numerous 


HE 


_ dicine , ſerve only to repair the Breaches 
lightly, and expoſe us to the terrour of a4 
Freſh Aſſault without weakning the Enemy? 8 


I fome 19 88 8 as well. as ſome , „ pecuhar 


there a few agreeable ſpots are interſperſed, 


Ps 


e Ader the intense of d divine 6 Gras, „ 
. 
' WHEN Sin rac Fat: und os wird; ; "mY 


ſo that as holy Job obſerves, man ir born unto | 
trouble, as naturally, as the ſparks fly upward®. 


pared to a Path thro' a wilderneſs; here and 
proceed a little further, and we find it over- 


which greatly incommode and torment us. 


or the Treachery of pretended Friends. And 
we muſt unavoidably ſuffer much like wiſe 
from thoſe internal evils which are the natu- 


Hoſt of Diſeaſes both acute and chronical, per- 


petually beſiege and batter this earthly Taber- 
nacle, while all the aids we borrow! from Me- 


all this we endure as Men, but a Good Man has 
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conformity to him ſo imperfect; that his Faith 
is ſo. weak and his corruptions ſo ſtrong; that 


He ſo often feels a Law in his members war- 
ring againſt the Law of his mind, too frequent- 


ly defeating his better Purpoſes, & bringing 
him into Captivity to the Law of ſin, that is in 


his members. And as he is a Lover of mankind 
as well as of God, it will affect him with no 
ſmall ſorrow , to ſee the generality of the 


| 0 world ſo thoughtleſs about their higheſt con- 
bern, as if it were a matter of much leſs im- 


portance than ſome of their moſt trifling af- 
fairs or vaineſt Pleafures. When He beholds. 
 Tranegreſors He will be grieved, to ſee ſuch 


. unhappy numbers running headlong to Perdi- 


| 3 8 tion, and not only ruining themſelves, but 
Perverting others by their bad example. But 


the Chriſtian's going to the Father implies an 


1 Rev. XIV. 25 


abſolute freedom from all theſe painful Trials; 
che toils of their warfare give way to the joys | 
"of Victory; their State of Labour is exchanged 
for one of Reſt; for Bleſſed ſ are the Dead 
” that die in the Lord, from henceforth, Ra, 
faith the ſpirit, that they may reſt from their 
Labournt. No trouble will invade their Repoſe, 
a When ohne LIT, are arrived at that happy 
„„ 5 State 
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that his Love to God is a Lad an his 8 
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The 1 Wourner's "Conſolation. I * 


State; where nothing that defiler or offends can 
ever enter, and where God is repreſented, by 
a moſt elegant and tender figure , as wiping 
off all Tears from the Eyes of tHe Bleſſed. 
II likewiſe implies a moſt intimate commu-⸗ 
nion with God and Chriſt; and a Perfect con? 
formity of Soul to them, ſo that it neceſſarilyx 
includes the Perfection of tlie Intellectual; and 

of the Spiritual Life. The former of theſe Þ 
| when conſider d apart from the Latter is a no- 
ble advantage; for tho” our Principle of knows 4 
ledge , is the Tie by which we are allied to | 
the angelick nature, and to God himſelf when 

conſider'd merely as an intellectual Being, yet 
in this Life it is very weak: the advances we. 
| make are but flow; ſo that conſidering on one 
hand the ſhort duration, & on the other, the 
many «unavoidable interruptions of human Lifez } 
our knowledge of things muſt needs be 
fmall: Even what we do, attain is obſcured .- 
and perplexed with ſo many doubts, that it ids 
ſcarcely worthy the name of fnowhkedge ,. and 
inſtead of » gratifying our natural thirſt aſtet * 
ſcience, ſerves for little elſe; than to.,copvinnce . 
us of our great Ignorance. And what is yet 
more lamentable, our underſtandings are muen 
| Harkned by Paſſion, perverted by objets: of | 
9 , and enſlaved by 9 * 22 e 
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_ * the a hin we N b& in ts 8 
- everlaſting ſtate, the medium of a frail mortal 
. body being removed, we ſball ſee face to face; 
bre tor know but in Part, but there we /hall 
not even as we-alſo are known . Nowy what 
a delighiful Employment, & how worthy the 
. en of a glorify'd ſpirit l to be making per- 
pPetual advanees in the moſt ſublime knowledge, 
in an entire Freedom from thoſe hindrances 
| which o our minds are now To: 8 eee 


10 ok into ; to trace out the long Chain of Cau- 
25 and Effects reaching from an Eternity Paſt: 
t an Eternity yet to come; to fee the myſ- 
- terious clue of Providence nen to find 
the e xacteſt Harmony & Regularity in the midſt 
of ſeeming Diſcord and Confuſion, and to view 
= + the Divine Wisdom, Goodneſs, and e 
ee etcared up in every Part of it, and per- 
aps even greatly iluſtrated, by n of thoſe 


SW 


very ces, that have formerly c- cauſed our 
[hearts 1 thrown, us dere the utmoſt 
42 t 
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5 vr chis is Ut all; for che perfection ere 
Mo. Moral, or. Spiritual Life , is indluded in this 
 Paſinge as well as that of the intel The, 
Scene riſes upon us in à glorious gradation, 
this Latter eæcellence being a Dignity as much 
ſuperior to the former, as an aimiable Diſpoſi- 
tion of Heart is preferable; to the greateſt ac 
curacy of ſpeculation , or the moſt elegant Re- 
. finements of Science. Here all the Graces of ol 

Good Men, like the generous Fruits of warms | 
er (climates when tranſplanted into ours, avs 
ut the beſt ſo Feeble and Defective, tha they 9 
often find by mournful Experience, the: go 
which they would in many Caſes have done, 
they did not, but the Evil which they woullf 
not, that they did. But in the future and Better 
world, their natures being purged & refned, 
by the more immediate Operation of the Deity - 9 
acting upon them, their attainments-in-holt- 
Teſs will be compleat in their ſeveral deprees, 
10 that they will reſemble their exalted'Redee- 7 
mer, in thè immaculate Purity of their minds, | 
as much as their Bodies; after tlie general R- | 
ſurrection, will reſemble that glorified BGG, 
which he now wears. Faith and Zope indeed, 
ogethe With all poſitive Inſtitutiont will then F 
becaul how proper . | 

8 they are neceſſary. The former K 
N will terminate in Highs, akte artery W 
8 | _ . 
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* Fr Wen, 10 5 true e e which. cohſifte* in 
an ardent Love to God and Chriſt, and their 
Hllou ſaints, will flouriſh in all its perfection. 
TR Text further intimates to us their union 
vv. ; heich a moſt glorious and happy Society. We 
may fay of them as the Apoſtle does, with a 


little variation of his words, they are gone to 
Mount Zion * ; to the City of the living God, 

the heavenly Feruſ. alem, and unto an innumera- 
bie Company of Angels, to the general Aſſembly 


 & Church of the firſl- born which are written in 
baden, & to God the Fudge of all, and to the | 
Siri of Juſt men made Perfect: ſo that Death 
1 only. takes real Chriſtians from each other, to 
1 teach them the. Language of heaven, & by a 
nn Jittle ſeparation to render their future meeting 


more agreeable , & their Friendſhip more exalt- 


ed and laſting. Here, many diſagreeable Cir- 
= .cumſtances frequently occur in the Courſe of 
10 4 few Years, which, tho' they may not zorally 
diſſolve, greatly interrupt our warmeſt and moſt 
* -dilinterefted Friendſhips. Or ſuppoſing we 
be [ſhould be ſo peculiarly happy as to experience 
| © nothing of this kind, yet the bitter Pangs of 
Parting are the fad Price we muſt ee 
= at laſt, for the enjoyment. of our moſt en- 
1 Friends. | But at our future. orig | in 


enjoy them for ever. That dreadful Thing „ 
led PART IN OG, the very thought of which 
frequently ſtrikes a damp to the moſt ſpright= 
ly of our innocent Enjoyments, will never bo 
known or felt in the heavenly world, Wer 


out hope of ſeeing them again God forbid. 
Rather let us congratulate their arrival at che FE 1 N 4 
ſeats of the bleſſed, and endeavour, r,. 4 


| TY Phe 7 4 ou Fr Cort) nite OR 
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Zs to * thither) we ſhall not d 6 find chews 9 
al; ten with all thoſe Godlike-Qualifications 1 
that will fit them Ar the Exerciſes of a 


* glory d Spirits, will have no other date than & 


ture, as tho' they were torn away for ever 


from us? ſhall we give an immoderate looſe to 
our Tears, and ſorrow as thoſe who are ib. 


Text. and here, 3 


Fah for if we are in the number of his 
People, our ſupreme happineſs is moſt intima- & 


moſt generous and exalted Friendſhip, but ſhalt *| 


our union with God & Chrift, with Angel. ane 


Eternity. And ſhall we then, unjuſt to Go Us: 208 
to ourſelves , & our Pious Friends 'who ate 
gane before us! ſhall we mourn their Depar- 


III. To ſee what Improvement of their Re- 1 
moval , we'can derive from this comfortable : 


1) Let us rejoyce that Chrift is gone 10 ah 85 q 2 


tely concerned in it. He is not only aſcended. 
up on high, in that human nature in which he 


ſuffered, to receive the glorious rewards of” 


\ 


dis deep abaſement , by being ſtated at Wa 9 
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' artended with all th 


3 bere 1 am; there £7 wig be alſo +. Glorious 
& "Tranſporting Truth —and hall we not 
. rejoyce' in it Vet a little while',: in the 
L . Views of God, and in Compariſon with Rretnity, 
und dur beet" Rediemer will make bit ſecond = 
” _  pppeardnce,\cloathed with all the Majeſty, and 
1 ac - Pomp c of Heaven, to 
. | eompleat His Friumph over [Death & _ In 
_ he moſt bee anner. Then ſhall 
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palities and Powers , made ſubject to him e, but. 
' i entored into heaven the moſt holy Place Nee 
which the moſt holy Place in the Jewiſh Ta- 
bernacle and Temple was typical) that in the 


Character of their High Prieſt and Intercęſſor, 
He may compleat the great work of their Re- 
demption. He has taken Poſſeſſion of the hea - 


4 venly world in their name, as well as in his 
| I own right, being repreſented as their Fur Uh: 
nder +; ſo that his going to the Father is a 


- 


zroper foundation of their Joy. with reſpe& 


do What he has alfrady done: nor is it leſs fo 


with reſpect to what he will yet do; it being a 
ome again. So he 


ſure Pledge that he will 


| himſelf tells us when He ſays'to his Diſciples 
iin chis Chapter: T go ro prepare 4 Place for Fou, 
_ and. VI go and ad api Plate For You, wilt 
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Y * Bodies 5 his" Sant be raiſed wg fort the EY 9 
Duſt in which they are moulder d away, then 
mortal Part ſhall put on immortality „ ank 
be © faſhioned lite unto his own owe Sieden, Bo- 
dy t; ſo that. it will be a Habitation every. 
way worthy of the Soul, and as far ſuperior: 
. to what it now is, as 4 Pald6e of the rich. 
eſt materials, , on which all the art of A. 
"% obite@ure 1 on liviſhed:, is bom) nee 
3 This e a 550 Reaſgn for Rejey- 
” cing, in the departure of our Pious Friends, 
even while we decently mourn the loſs we have 
ſuſtained by it. The Day of their Death is 
| their - Birth Day to Felicity and Glory, 'and& | 7 
is really preferable to the Day of their Bing, 
5 A natural ſenſe; for that only Ptit them in- 1 
do a State of Trial, whereas this introdu cep, 
them to one of Reward. And would we wiſh Nets I 
them back again, to be tied don te & Life® | 
of ſenſe and trouble to mingle in Our ajtak | 2} 
Enjoyments and Tow Purſuits? 'T his "wowtd: be F E 
to wiſh them leſs Happy, to degrade thei T3 
high dignity, and to [indulge an uhb 2 
felf-Love re TOE" "RP: of Affection or 8 
. N 1313 ey 


AND certainly if we vaght 60 e n 
A we mourn over W who Jr . 
the 
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wr x he - Death of your late 4 and ca : 
5 Paſtor, which occaſions this Diſcourſe, 'ought . 


to inſpire us with ſuch Sentiments; and the 


rather, as the words of the Text (ſo far as can 


be concluded from the imperfect manner in 
Which they drop'd from him) were almoſt 
ſome of the laſt that He ſpake to his Afflicted 


Family. as ſome Account or particulars of 


Bis Life will naturally be expected in a Diſ- ” 
courſe of this nature, I ſhall now attempt. a 


brief detail of them. 
H was born at Candles „in the Cour 
of Fork and neigbourhood of Leeds, in the 
Month of November 1679, of Parents in good 


Reputation for their Circumſtances. and Probi- {+ 


ty: but theſe being taken away while he was 
very young, He was entruſted to the Guar- 
dianſhip of ſome of his neareſt Relations, un- 
der whoſe Tuition he finiſhed his grammatical 


bY Education. When he had attained to a proper 


l : age , they deſigned him for a genteel Em- 
” ployment in the Mercantile way; but finding 


b 5 »after ſome. trial, that he had an invincible. In- 


_ dlination' to the Miniſtry , and that his Genius 
"4 * 8 irreſiſtibly bent on the purſuit of Learn- 

ing, they altered their meaſures, and com- 
mmitted him to the Care of the Rev. Mr. John 
” Folly, who kept a Diſſenting Academy at Atrer 


X dh , itt the abovementioned County. Under 


bim ne made great ron and eee 


a | 


| \ 


7 Ns FS COnforarh 


Aa \ "Courſe of Ethical and me Studies; >” 
without neglecting ſeveral other Branches "MF 
of Science, that are reckoned proper as 
_ Qualifications for the Miniſtry. Soon after he 
came out as a Praacher, he was choſen Lecturer 
to two diſſenting Churches in the town 
| of Colcheſter, where, as L have heard from ſome 

” Perſons who rememberd him, his Services 8 
vere very acceptable. Having ſpent ſome conſi- 
derable time there, He was invited over to the 
 # Engliſh Church at Amſterdam: to aſſiſt the Rev. 
Mr. Hugh Fitz, which he did for near three 
Vears, and then returned to England, where, 
ſoon after, and contrary to the intreaties ß 
feveral of the London Miniſters, He in the Year- | | 
1707 accepted of a unanimous Call to the Paſto- | 
ral Charge of this Church, in concert with tie 185 
late Rev. Mr. Foſeph: Hill, who afterwards 45 

removed to a Church in n , and with 
whom, during the whole period of his Co- 


/. ſhip. From his firſt ſettlement in this Place ta 1 
the Time of his Deceaſe, he was bleſſed with's 0 


ver been confined from publick ſervice by any” 


| Paſtoral Relation, he lived in great Friend | 1 


an uncommon Meaſure of Health, having ne? 


Diſorder, except a ſevere one which attack 


him about four years ago, from which, to the 
agreeable fuprize of all his Friends, -Provi- 
dence was pleaſed to raiſe him up again. Hig + 


ol CO , ſeemed. to _ a "OM * 
of 
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under which he wore away by W Des. 
grees, like a Taper burning in its ſocket , and 
| after a fortnight's illneſs was favoured with 
2 very eaſy and peaceful Dismiſſion . He had 
the peculiar Happineſs of coming to his Grave 
an a full Age, like as a, Shock of Corn. com- 
eth in its ſeaſon f. God was pleaſed to ſa- 
visfy bim with Long Life, and now, I doubt q 
8 „ has Merton bim his Salvation t. _— 
IT remains now that I delineate his Charac» i 
en, of which You can expect little more than 
the Principal Parts, it being equally difficult in 
moral as in H iftorical Paintings , where ſeyeral 
groupes of excellent Figures muſt neceſſarily 
de introduced, to give a diſtinft view of them 
6 and eſpecially in ſo narrow a r 
* are now confined to. 
Hz was in many reſpects raiſed 6 the 


L Wh 9 | common level, I will not ſay merely of Men, 


but even of Good Men. The Compaſs of his 
Knowledge was extenſive, for to a large ſhare 

Hk excellent natural abilities, he had joined the 
Ae Embelliſhments of Learning, 
being well verſed in antient and modern Litte- 
6 75 and more ef Þ Fly: in ſacred Criticism. | 
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"= The N with e bs cuba 1 Himel 
was confpicuous. t 


tfice which is too frequently diſguiſed nder 


that venerable. name, for tho' he had all the 
Wizsdom of the Serpent, it was happily attem- 
per'd with the innocence of the Dove. Vet his 


5 

i 0 all that knew him, and * 
|| | widely different from that ſei mean Ar- © f 
} 7 
[ 


. , 


| intelleftuak Ornaments derived from Nature and a 


improved by Science, were but faint when 
compared with his . Qualifications of a moral 
and Religious king. His Sweetneſs of Temper , 
F which flowed from a natural felicity of Conſti- 


Superioun, and it would be very difficult to find 
his Equ al. 
him to delight in doing all kinds of good Offices 
that lay in his Power, to thoſe who apply'd 

to him, in which he felt as much Pleaſure as it 
WAS poſſible the Party obliged could feel. 
His Religion was truly Cathoalick:, and un- 

; mix'd with thoſe ſour Peculiarities, Which too 


. often attend it in very good Perſons ,. and . 


5 £0 


* 


tution and was improved into a habit from re- _ 
ligious motives, was ſo remark: diy eminent, that, © 
of all the men I ever knew, I do. not remem- 
ber, upon the whole, to have met with his 


This happy turn of mind diſpoſed. 4 


Ways diſparage it wherever found. To a hig 


regard for the Peculiar Doctrinet of the Go 


pel, he joyn'd a moſt extenſive Charity. tg 


thoſe who differed from him. He was grieved 


© * che Bitter Diſſentions that e among 
Chr 


1 


"Chritians of differen 1 c Dial na 
"tid that many of the Ns Ge oh 
ee, divide the proteſtant world, were ö ö 7 
mori 2 Your different modes of Expreſſion 
than EY real difference of fentiment , and that 
the truly good People among the ſeveral Par- 
ties, would like each other more, provided 
they Aunderſtood one another better. 
NxzD I tell You after this, how ere 
this miniſterial Labours were to this Church in 
3 Þ which he ſpent ſo many Vears not with ® 
"a Succeſs, indeed, equal to his Wiſhes , 4 f 
as he hath often complained to me and 
| Others but it is the Happineſs of Chriſtian 
| Miniſters that they ſerve a gracious Maſter, who J. 
accepts them according to their Sincere En- | 
”  geevourr , not their Succeſt——and may we 
not hope that ſome of the feed he has ſown 1 
i this Part of the Vineyard, will Fring up |} 
m an agrecable Harveſt after his Deceaſe? or 
need 1 tell You, how excellent he was in his 
Private and domeſtick Relations? How tender 
FE ava Hutband; how Affectionate as a Futhen; 
no HOW faithful as a Friend Your own per- 5 
. De concern , joyned with the Tears of his 
- mourning Family „declare it in the moſt feel- 
Ne .- manner, and ſpare me the ſevere task of” 


-M ſuch an Intereſting Deſcription. 
Sven, and murh more, was che Hire 


Few | we dave loſt—— EN. did I y che 
Exe 
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J + ®xprrtion was hard, ge ade 
| — Deakin," 2 Was lavehy/ eee, om 
dur world to his heaven Father. , And ou *} 
| we hope to meet him and the reſt of r 
pPious e Friends * 2 n tate, 
e | 2” . 
＋. ) thelr Deaths. 3 225 eſpecially bis 
_ us to greater diligence in our. Chriſ- 2 
1. ian Courſe, Be ye alſo ready , is the Lan- 
. > guage of this 1 melancholy Diſpenſarian; A. Lan- E F 


1 1 ' -guage to which it is our higheſt Wisdom o 52 


© 


Pay a ſuitable attention: God knows how:ſpon , 
Fome of us, and efpecially-thoſe; who 2 
reached any conſiderable number of Years), 
may be called to follow him. The warnings 
if Death are frequently repeated z we frequent. 
ly fee one die in his full ſtrength, and another” 
in the, Bitterneſs of bis Saul f ; and it oſten 

ns that 'fome of thoſe awful ſtroaks fall 7 " 
very near us. We have lately had-a publick* 
Leſſon , of the inſtability of mortal elegance: * a 
grandeur in ſome of its-moſt diſtinguiſh'd: "yy Bo 
«vations, in the unexpefted Death, of hi , 
rene Higine, the Prince .of Orange and N. 
ſau, our late illuſtrious Stauholder; à melan- 
hob :{troak! which all true Lovers of this 


'% oye ori Oy . — 
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Fc * XIV Job XXL. n., 
15 by | 


3 


. ive: ak 125 be 8 Tunprdes ie . 
en wel as. it e view. The. time f 
|] 1 5 „ igertait , for as an bleſſed Lost blerves: „ 
we maſter of che Houſe may come and call 
1 Las „ut even, or at midnight, or at 
cock. - erowing „or in the morning; which is a 
ghty Reaſon, why, in compliance with | 
bis advice , and like ſervants in a waiting poſ-. | 
ture, we ſhould gird up our Loinr, and bau. 
our Lamps trimmed, and our Lights burning f. ; 
The Death of a Miniſter more ſtrongly enfor- 
bees this advice, than that of a Private Chriſtian, 
1 And a compliance with it is the higheſt Piece 
of Reſpet we can Pay to their Memories. 
When ſuch are taken away, it is a loud call 
of Providence to us to remember the good 
Inſtructions they gave, and the worthy: Exam- 
ples they ſet us; to be conſtant in du attend. 
' *gnce on Divine Ordinances, an and to im rove | 
all the means of Grace with renewed Dili- 1 
gene, that as our Time wears away, the 
great Buſineſs of Life may be proportionabl7ß 
*M -dispatch'd, that whenever we finiſh our Courſe | 
E it may be with Joy. It is one of the vaineſt 
Things in the world to expect ſuch a happy 
Concluſion in the neglect of this Courſe , or 
in the Ogrſuic of wy * for Comforcatl 
dying | 
* + Mack. X11. 3s * Late. X11. 36. 6. 
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or it SE con- 
as it would be in ys 


- my Bre Iren, in Weben on 
- Grace, „be concerned to double our Diuligragy. 

in theſe Infinitely Important Affairs, and 8 
to remember our worthy deceaſed Paſtor , as 
to be followers of him , and of all them, who © 
it the Pro- '2 
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